
 

 

Top Mountain Buying Tips – things to consider when buying in the 

mountains 

M = Maintenance will likely be different than your city or urban residential home. 

Consider needing to maintain a dirt driveway, a well house, a septic system, 

propane gas, or complying with wildfire regulations, and colder winter 

temperatures etc.  

 

O = Opportunity for ownership is tremendous! Don’t underestimate this! 

Northern California has incredibly diverse lands for almost every possible desired 

use and price range. Let Mountain Scout Properties help you find your mountain 

dream. 

       

U = Utilities differ from community to community so contact the local companies 

for information. Know where your water comes from and have it tested. If you 

have a septic system have it inspected as well. Learn about the infrastructure 

especially if it involves acreage. Having private infrastructure such as well/spring 

water, septic system, and solar can keep monthly cost down, but installing 

infrastructure on raw land can be costly, so plan ahead. 

 

N = Negotiate with the sellers. Items such as generators, tools, general 

equipment, and toys may no longer be needed by the sellers and can be included 

in your offer. It may relieve the sellers of the responsibility dealing with it 

separately. 

   

T= Trek your “entire” property especially if it has acreage.  Look for favorable 
resources such as springs, garden areas, and look for possible issues like flooding, 
erosion and driveway troubles. Check your trees for health. Watch the sun for 
exposure to your home, deck, or garden. Have a good idea where your property 
lines are, and have them surveyed if needed.  
#Trailblazer!  
 
A = Altitude is very important in your decision. Both ecological diversity and the 

ever-changing snowline are strong factors in preparing for mountain ownership. 

Obviously, in higher elevation you will want to prepare for snow as far as access, 

removal, and of course play!    

 



 

 

I = Insurance additional may be required by lenders for forest fires along with 

standard insurances that may apply, so do your due diligence!  

#Nosurprises! 

    

N = Nature and understanding it can be more involved and mountain properties 

tend to be more unique than our urban developments. “Likeable” properties may 

be vastly different in price and location. Have a clear overall vision of what and 

where you want to look and a budget to work with in a natural setting you want 

to engage in!       

 

S = Seasons can change more dramatically than we experience in the Sacramento 

Valley or the Bay Area, so it is a good idea to visit the area(s) you are interested in 

to see the changes through the year. 

 

! = Get representation from experienced real estate agents with the knowledge 
and experience to find your mountain dream! 
#mountainscout! 
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